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Fr Peter wniled:

Every year the Alpha Leadership Conference throws up a few new
insights and something that struck me in particular was one speaker’s
explanation of the difference between realising your potential and
fulfilling your mission. Jesus fulfilled His mission but failed to realise
His potential, having died at 33 years old. It is subtle difference
because realising one’s potential might seem laudable, often being
the strap line of academic institutions but the goal’s attainment
possesses a selfish edge. It can be all about self, with the need to
trample over others to fulfil that mythical potential. On the other
hand, fulfilling one’s mission possesses a collaborative feel, of
involving others in one’s chosen mission.

The difference between the two has been on my mind and might be
explained by opposing understandings of God. To seek to realise your
potential is to accept God as one, or in the case of the atheist, of not-
God as one, in other words just me. The selfish gene seeks to realise
its potential. On the other hand, the prospect of fulfilling one’s
mission possesses a Trinitarian understanding of God. God is one but
God is communion too. To fulfil one’s mission is always collaborative
because mission is orientated outwards. The fulfilment of mission is
service towards others. Thus, the question for instance, is not ‘have
you reached your potential as a mother or father?’, but ‘have you
fulfilled the mission of being a mother or father?’. Can you see
something good of yourself in your children, that with the power of
the Holy Spirit will sustain something beautiful for the years ahead.

The implications of the distinction affect every walk of life, and
therefore to grasp that the difference between realising potential or
fulfilling mission is founded on the unique Christian understanding
about God. This turns what might seem at first sight yet another
management tool is in fact an article of faith.

This Sunday’s Gospel is the concluding section on Jesus’ discourse on
the Good Shepherd where He answers the question asked by the
Jews, ‘Are you the Messiah?’ The Good Shepherd is one of the images
presented by Jesus, as recorded in St John’s Gospel, along with ‘Light
of the World’, ‘Living Water’, ‘Bread of Life’. Each title described a
particular facet of His mission, and together form the fuller picture.
The particular mission of the Good Shepherd is to seek the lost,
gather the flock, keep them safe, and offer a message of reassurance
that resonates with our condition.

Mass Times & Liturgy Services
Vigil 6.30pm (Sat).
Sunday 8.30am, 10.30am & 6.30pm
Mon. Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat.10.00am
Wed, 7.15am
Friday 10.00am
Morning Prayer 9.15am Monday & Friday

Rosary 9.30am Monday & Friday
Adoration Wednesdays 8-9.15pm
Friday 10.30-11.00am

Saturday 10.30-11.00am

Confessions Saturdays 10.30-11.00am
Sundays 10.00-10.20am

The words of Jesus about the Good Shepherd explain that His
sheep hear his voice, follow him, will not be lost, and will possess
eternal life. Behind the message of reassurance lies a tougher
notion, because though the voice resonates with our human con-
dition, it can only be accepted on Jesus’ terms not our own. Those
terms are the identity of Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of God

The Good Shepherd develops the difference between realising
one’s potential and fulfilling one’s mission. To fulfil one’s mission is
therefore to enter the world of faith, to listen to the voice of God,
and to act accordingly. The effect of this dynamic is profoundly
liberating as the initial attractiveness of the voice of the Good
Shepherd gradually embeds into daily life. To the modern mind
faith can often be seen as an imposition and therefore something
to be rejected, but to those who hear the words of comfort of the
Good Shepherd accept a very different understanding as to the
nature faith. The speakers at the Alpha Conference testified to
crossing that threshold in their lives. Perhaps the same is true for
us. Modern society is very good at promoting the mantra, ‘realise
your potential’ without acknowledging its psychological costs and
thus ensnaring millions into working themselves into the ground
through fear of not progressing and thus falling off the conveyor
belt of life. The Church presents another vision, broader, more
humane, that allows for collaboration and with the action of the
Holy Spirit leads towards the fulfilment of one’s mission, to be the
follower of Jesus Christ and all that entails in the unique details of
our own lives. The question of fulfilling one’s mission within one’s
family places a brake on the corrosive power of over-weaning
ambition whether at the expense of one’s family, one’s self and
everything else in life. The message of Jesus Christ is powerful
liberation because Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd is the Son God:
‘the Father and | are one’.
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Antiphon Mass Intentions
The merciful love of the Lord, Saturday 11th - Sunday 19th May 2019
fills the earth;
by the word of the Lord the heavens Sat.11th 11.00am Mass First Holy Communion
i Ma
were made' Alleluia v 6.30pmVigil Mass For the Parish
Response to the Psalm T T — — —
B ) unday .30am Mass oya Cosgrove
We are his people, the sheep of his flock McGinley
10.30am Mass Fr Peter’s Intention Walker
PLEASE PRAY FOR: 6.30pm Mass For the Parish
The Sick: Mon. 13th 10.00am Mass Sally O’Shaughnessy RD
Rose Lorden, William Hamilton, Mary Arnold, Caroline Sugrue
Horsbrugh, Ethan Knott, Carol Samba, Colin Bartram, Tue. 14th 10.00am Mass John Coughlan Anmversalu);yws
Gerry McEntee, Rose Williams, Carmen Bourne, Peter
Coughlan, Hilary Sudell, Amanda Lonergan, Cesar Juan Wed, 15th 7.15am Mass For those taking
Urrutigoity, Mary Ethel Arnolda, Francesca Bianchin, Examinations
Sydney and Patricia Parkes, Judith Thomas, Thurs. 16th. 10.00am Mass Fr Christopher’s Intention
Wanda Ostrowska, Christopher Browne, Antonella Sesta Walker
Margaret Masterson, Bernard Sharratt, Carmen Ruibal, Fri. 17th 9.15am Morning Prayer
Irene Starzecki, Ann Macpherson and Breeda Green 9.30am the Rosary
10.00am Mass Pat Morrrisey RD Winter
10.30-11.00am Adoration
. Recently dead:
Sally O’Shaughnessy, Sat.18th 10.00am Mass
h ¢ dA d ife of the | d 10.30am-11.00am
mother of Jerome and Amanda, wife of the late Sean an Adoration
mother of the late Richard, of Kings Road. 6.30pm Vigil Mass Richard Watkins
A longstanding and active parishioner for many years Anniversary Watkins
whose Requim will be here on Wednesday 22nd May at Sun.19th 8.30am Mass
1.00pm. Family flowers only. Donations to a charity to be 10.30am Mass Sally 0’Shaughnessy RD
announced later, will be gratefully received. Winter
6.30pm Mass Sally O’Shaughnessy RD
. . Gallagher
Anniversaries
Nell Walsh, Kathleen Regan, Desmond Child,
Chris Anderson, Richard Watkins,Ray Back, m
Christine Berti and Paul Walsh y
Deanery Intentions: For Canon Peter Newby and the
Parishioners of St Margaret of Scotland

Soup Lunch Friday

17th May

12.15 - 1.30pm in our Parish Hall
As usual, all proceeds will go to assist some of
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the very poorest and most needy people in
Chipata, Zambia where Fr David Cullen, a White
Father works. Please come along and bring your
friends

The next Marriage Preparation Course

at St Margaret of Scotland

will be held on Saturday, 8th June 2019.

If you wish to join this course please contact the
Parish Office on 020 8892 3902 or
Email:stmargaretsonthames@rcdow.org.uk

12th May Psalm 99

Psalm 144

John 10:27-30
John 1331-35

Fourth Sunday of Easter ( c)
Fifth Sunday of Easter ( c)

Acts 13:14,43-52
Acts 14:21-27

Apocalypse 7:9. 14-17
Apocalypse 21:1-5

19th May




On Saturday 11th May
our children celebrated their
First Holy Communion
Congratulations to:

.l.

Alex Taylor

Alexander McKendry
Alice Moroney

Andres Sanchez Montiel
Anna Moylan

Annabelle Denizi

Antoni Krysta

Arthur Rudolph

Beatriz Ciechowicz
Chloe Rellly

Cian McKenna

Emma Christine Wagner
Florence Blanchet
Genevieve Rose Carless
Inigo Pilkington

Isla Madeleine Carless
Karol Przestrzelski
Katie Hau

Lena Westler

Leon Ptasznik

Lucy Birdseye

Michael Oppenheim
Niamh Moy

Oscar Michael Horgan
Oscar Rudolph

Petra Testoni

Rafael Cova

Sebastian Erhardiewis
Sophie McKenna
Zuzanna Kryczkowska

May God Bless them and their
families and keep them in His ca

A Series of overdue

O0Thank Yous]

Firstly I would like to thank on behalf of the Parish all
those involved with the Liturgy over the Easter Triduum,
the musicians, ably led by Emma Higham and

Gavin Evenhuis, the altar servers led by Pat Keane.

| thought all the liturgies were very prayerful and
opened a way into the drama that the Church was
celebrating. May | also thank those involved with the
post Mass refreshments by Joe and Fran Early, and the
bar by Adrian and Kathy McGuiness.

The Argentinian BBQ and Otaka Musical Tea Party

I think we would all wish to thank Mercedes, Valeria and
Lily, and all their cooks and helpers for organising such
an enjoyable BBQ fundraiser for the (post Easter) Lenten
Project. The food and drink were an earthly reflection of
the Prophet Isaiah’s vision of theheavenly banquet
promised for the end of time.

Last weekend Mercedes and her assistants worked
with the Otakar Centre to provide a fundraising tea par-
ty which was very well attended. The combined efforts
of all those involved with the Lenten Project over
the last two months is very much appreciated. The final
fund-raising total will be announced shortly once the
accounts have been completed.

Many thanks, Fr Peter

Parents of Teenagers
The Parish is hosting a series of talks on
Faith Formation,
Media and thed I nter

The evenings Talks will take place on

Monday 13th May and the 20th May,

and follow a similar format: Tea/Coffee 7:00pm,

Talk 7:30pm, Discussion topics and questions to follow.
Conclusion at 9:00pm.

Monday 13th May

Linda Sanders, Headmistress of the Laurels School
‘Am | bothered’ Teenage girls, human and faith
development

Monday 20th May

Peter Cowley, ICT and Online Safety Adviser, Achieving
for Children, Richmond and Twickenham Borough
Council Teenagers, the Internet and social media:

The opportunities and the dangers.
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Good Shepherd Sunday
Priest Training fund

Today is Good Shepherd Sunday, the
day we pray for priests and for
vocations to the priesthood. The
annual collection for the Priest Training
Fund will take place next weekend.
This fund pays for the priestly
formation of men for the Catholic
priesthood. There are currently 45
men studying at Allen Hall seminary,
27 of whom are for our own Diocese,
and last year eight men ordained to
the priesthood to serve our future
priests. This fund also supports the
ongoing enrichment and formation of
our ordained priests. Your generous
donation helps ensure we can support
these men who are called to be like
Christ the Good Shepherd.

Donation leaflets are available at the
back of the church. Please take one
home, read the information, and bring
it back next weekend with your
donation. Please continue to pray for
vocations and for our priests. You can
donate online anytime at
www.rcdow.or.uk/donations.

We are hosting a
Lunch for the Homeless

@

on Sunday, 26th May at 12.30pm

in our Parish Hall.
Volunteers are required

Can you provide a hot meal, (for 10)
for our Homeless guests?
or Can you help on the day?

If so please contact:
Sean d’ Souza on email:seannigel79@gmail.com or
Phil Walker on email:philip.walker8888@gmail.com

Christian Aid Week

Christian Aid is the official relief and
development agency of 41 British and
Irish churches and works to support
sustainable development, stop poverty,
support civil society and provide
disaster relief in South America, the
Caribbean, Africa and Asis including
the Middle East.

Come and join us
Adventur €
Unl ocking
My stery

of the Bi bl

Come join us in exploring Bible using the Unlocking

the Mystery of the Bible study course. We will be
running a series of 8 sessions on Tuesday evenings at
7:30inthe library which started on April 30th.

This engaging journey through Salvation History
provides the easiest way to understand the Bible. The
course helps to make the complex simple. It helps you
uncover the story woven throughout Scripture so that
you can get the “big picture” of the Bible and
understand what it is all about. Everyone attending
will have their own study materials and as such we are
asking for a £10 voluntary contribution to help cover
some of the cost. Places are limited so please reserve
your place by emailing martabaker@btinternet.com or
on the sign up sheet in the entrance to the Church.

London Borough of Richmond upon Thames

Polling Station —European Election
-Thursday 23rd May 2019
will take place in St Margaret of Scotland
Parish Hall

Polling 07.00am—1 O .p@a O
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